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RV Code of PracticeRV Code of Practice

OSPAR CODE OF CONDUCT FOR RESPONSIBLE 
MARINE RESEARCH IN THE DEEP SEAS AND 
HIGH SEAS OF THE OSPAR MARITIME AREA

The code of conduct incorporates comments from the 
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 
and elements of the International Research Ship Operators' 
Meeting Code of Conduct for Marine Scientific Research 
Vessels proposed by the Marine Board of the European 
Science Foundation.

27th June 2008
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RV Code of PracticeRV Code of Practice
UN General Assembly – Report of Secretary 
General –Oceans and the Law of the Sea

106. Code of Conduct for Marine Scientific Research 
Vessels. At its twenty-first meeting, in October 2007, the 
International Research Ship Operators’ Meeting adopted a 
Code of Conduct for Marine Scientific Research Vessels. 
The Code recommends, inter alia, that every vessel 
conducting marine science should develop a marine 
environmental management plan and should be operated 
in compliance with the International Safety Management 
Code. As stated in its conclusion, all anthropogenic 
activities have potential environmental impacts and the 
objective of the Code is to minimize those impacts while 
adopting a pragmatic approach that facilitates the 
conduct of marine scientific research.

29th August 2008
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RV Code of PracticeRV Code of Practice
CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY SPECIES DRAFT
RESOLUTION ON ADVERSE ANTHROPOGENIC
MARINE/OCEAN NOISE IMPACTS ON
CETACEANS AND OTHER BIOTA

Appreciating the OSPAR Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Marine Research in the Deep Seas and High
Seas of the OSPAR Marine Area and the ISOM Code of
Conduct for Marine Scientific Research Vessels; providing
that Marine scientific Research is carried out in an
environmentally friendly way using appropriate study
methods reasonably available;

26th November 2008
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Revision of UNCLOS MSR GuidelinesRevision of UNCLOS MSR Guidelines
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TORS of IMO/MEPC Noise CorrespondenceTORS of IMO/MEPC Noise Correspondence

Group (CG)Group (CG)

11 Identify and address ways to minimize Identify and address ways to minimize 
the introduction of incidental noise the introduction of incidental noise 
into the marine environment from into the marine environment from 
commercial shipping to reduce the commercial shipping to reduce the 
potential adverse impact on marine potential adverse impact on marine 
life, in particular develop nonlife, in particular develop non--
mandatory technical guidelines for mandatory technical guidelines for 
shipship--quieting technologies as well as quieting technologies as well as 
potential navigation and operational potential navigation and operational 
practices; andpractices; and

2 2 Provide reports to the Committee Provide reports to the Committee 
[IMO/MEPC][IMO/MEPC]

IMO IMO -- MEPC Shipping Noise Correspondence GroupMEPC Shipping Noise Correspondence Group
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IMO/MEPC Noise Correspondence Group (CG)IMO/MEPC Noise Correspondence Group (CG)
Lead by Lindy Johnson NOAA USALead by Lindy Johnson NOAA USA

Participating States as off 20081230Participating States as off 20081230

Argentina, Bahamas, China, Germany, Italy, Japan, Liberia, Argentina, Bahamas, China, Germany, Italy, Japan, Liberia, 
Marshall Islands, Panama, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Marshall Islands, Panama, Republic of Korea, Singapore, 
Sweden, The Netherlands, USA, UKSweden, The Netherlands, USA, UK

Participating OrganisationsParticipating Organisations

CLIA, CMS, FOEI, IACS, ICOMIA, ICS, IFAW, IMarEST, CLIA, CMS, FOEI, IACS, ICOMIA, ICS, IFAW, IMarEST, 
INTERTANKO, ISO, IUCN, IWC, WWFINTERTANKO, ISO, IUCN, IWC, WWF

IMO IMO -- MEPC Shipping Noise Correspondence GroupMEPC Shipping Noise Correspondence Group
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IMO IMO -- MEPC Shipping Noise Correspondence GroupMEPC Shipping Noise Correspondence Group
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IMO IMO –– ISOM as a Participating OrganisationISOM as a Participating Organisation

ISOM task Chair and Vice Chair to prepare briefing paper on benefits 
and issues of becoming IMO Participating Organisation - 2009

Chair/Vice Chair ISOM prepare paper 2009/2010

Paper presented at ISOM meeting 2010

ISOM adopt proposal [if then]

ISOM write to General Secretary IMO asking to apply

Application submitted to IMO – targeting specific IMO Committees 
[MEPC] 

ISOM member get their IMO delegates to lobby in support of PO 
application
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Underwater Noise UpdateUnderwater Noise Update

ESF Paper ESF Paper OSPAR Paper  CMS ResolutionOSPAR Paper  CMS Resolution
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Research Vessel - Life 
Cycle Assessment (LCA) 
(M1-M12) (NERC, VLIZ , 
IOPAS, CNR, IFREMER)

Eurofleets Eurofleets –– WP3WP3

Guidelines towards future 
new buildings and 

innovative eco-design for 
regional vessels

(M6- M30)
(VLIZ, CNR, IOPAS, 

IFREMER, IMS-METU) 

Research Vessel Environmental 
Management Plan (M12-M24)
(NERC, IOPAS, IMS-METU, 

IFREMER)

Research Vessel 
Environmental 

Management System
(M24-M40) (NERC, IOPAS, 

IMS-METU) 

4 year Program 4 year Program 
(2009 (2009 –– 2013)2013)

0.5M Euros0.5M Euros


